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Our esteemed contributor Christian Bouy
passed away on 3 November 2011. Prof
Kellens, Director of the Institut
d’Études Indiennes at the Collège de
France as at 2014, wrote this about his
passing:
“We learned of … the death of Christian
Bouy [on November 3, 2011]. About ten
years ago, while a lecturer [maître de
conférences] attached to the Monde
Indien professorship [chaire] at the Collège de France, he
took over the work of Elisabeth Eczet at the Library of Indian
Studies. Despite being affected by illness very early on, he
continued to scrupulously carry out the administrative tasks
called for by this post, welcomed readers and made himself
unconditionally available to them, while all the time
tirelessly continuing with his own research. We salute him as
a scholar, a colleague, and a friend.”
(translated from the Lettre d’Information de l’Institut
d’Études Indiennes n.23, October 2011, page 2)

Christian Bouy received his doctorate from Paris-Sorbonne
University, Paris IV, in 1981. His thesis was entitled
“Matériaux pour servir à l’étude de l’Āgamaśāstra de
Gauḍapāda”. From 1981-2011, his work focused mainly on
Sanskritic Hindu philosophical texts. The main areas of his
research have been 1. a comparative study of the Upaniṣads,
which led him to become interested in the whole of Hindu
Sanskritic texts and their chronology; 2. the philosophical
literature of non-dualist (advaita) Vedānta; 3. Hindu Purānic
texts; 4. yogic texts of the Nāths; 5. Hindu tantric texts.
After his thesis defense, he researched the Buddhist and Hindu
sources of the Gauḍapāda’s Āgamaśāstra, in particular the

status of this text as “revelation” (śruti). This led to a
study of the role that the Upaniṣads have played in
philosophical Hinduism, and to a Doctorat d’ État under the
supervision of Michel Hulin in 1982. This was followed by a
major research project on the sources of the corpus of one
hundred and eight Upaniṣads. From 1990 to 1993 he was a member
of the “Religions, Rites and Ideologies” group at the Collège
de France-CNRS. During this period he presented a paper
entitled “Gorakṣanātha, la littérature des Nātha-yogin et
quelques textes upaniṣadiques qui traitent de sujets
yogiques”, a later version of which was published by the
Institute of Indian Civilisation of the Collège de France.
In 1993 he began editorial work on a dictionary of technical
terms from Tantric Hinduism. A first instalment (of technical
terms beginning with a vowel) appeared in 2000. From 1997 to
2001 he worked on the modern historical figure Dayānanda
Sarasvatī. At his passing, he was Assistant Professor of
Sanskrit at the Collège de France in Paris. His full C.V. and
list of publications (in French) is available to download.
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